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LL EETTôôSS  BBEEGGII NN  WWII TTHH  LL EEVVEELL   FFLL II GGHHTT  
AAnn  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall   TTrr iibbuuttee  ttoo  SStteevvee  FFoosssseetttt  

  

AAtt  tthhee  TTOOCCFFEE--22000066  ccoonnffeerreennccee  

iinn  LLeeoonn,,  MMeexxiiccoo,,  II  ggaavvee  aa  bbrriieeff   

pprreesseennttaattiioonn  oonn  ssiimmppllee  wwaayyss  ooff   

uussiinngg  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  eevveenntt  ooff   aann  

aarroouunndd--tthhee--wwoorrlldd  ff ll iigghhtt  aass  aann  

eennttrryy  ppooiinntt  iinn  iinnvveessttiiggaattiinngg  mmaannyy  

aassppeeccttss  ooff   rreeaall ii ttyy..  

  

  
TThhee  ppii lloott  ooff   tthhaatt  ppllaannee,,  SStteevvee  FFoosssseetttt,,  wwaass  rreeppoorrtteedd  mmiissssiinngg  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  33,,  22000077  iinn  aa  ff ll iigghhtt  oovveerr  NNeevvaaddaa,,  aanndd  nneewwss  nnooww  hhaass  tthhee  

mmaassssiivvee  sseeaarrcchh  ccaammppaaiiggnn  bbeeiinngg  ssccaalleedd  bbaacckk  wwii tthh  nnoo  ssiigghhtt  ooff   tthhee  

aaii rrppllaannee  oorr  MMrr..  FFoosssseetttt..  

  

  

  

  

  
  

AAtt  wwwwww..rraattiioonnaallssyyss..ccoomm  aarree  tthhoouugghhttss  oonn  tthhee  sseeaarrcchh  ccaammppaaiiggnn  aanndd  

MMrr..  FFoosssseetttt  iinn  ggeenneerraall ..  

 

Mike Round 
Center for

autoSOCRATIC EXCELLENCE
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LL EETTôôSS  BBEEGGII NN  WWII TTHH  LL EEVVEELL   FFLL II GGHHTT  
AAnn  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall   TTrr iibbuuttee  ttoo  SStteevvee  FFoosssseetttt  

  

 
 

I was on hand in Salina, Kansas, in 2005 when Steve Fossett 

landed the Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer, ending the goal of 

circumnavigating the globe on a non-stop, non-refueling airplane.  

He did this in 67 hours ï a far cry from the 80 days of Phileas Fogg 

in ñAround the World in 80 Daysò. 

 

Little did I know this was a small part of the adventurous resume 

of Steve Fossett.  He holds 115 documented world records!  

Further, he has competed in the Iditarod, swam the English 

Channel, finished the Ironman in Hawaii, and driven in the ó24 

Hours of Le Mansô.  His accomplishments suggest no limits. 

 

What are our limits?  Evidently, the sky is the limit! 

 

On September 3, 2007, he took off from an airstrip SE of Reno, 

Nevada, and was not heard from again.  The search continues.   

 

I hope the best. 
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But Iôm also baffled: how can someone simply disappear in 

Nevada ï or anywhere in the United States ï for that matter?   

 

How hard can it be to find a missing airplane? 

 

Whatôs more striking is initial reports focused on a 600 square mile 

search area (an area approximately 25 miles by 25 miles).  With 

this focus, I thought surely heôd be found immediately.  As days 

went on with no sighting of Mr. Fossett, the area expanded to a 

circular radius of 50 miles.  How much bigger is this new search 

area compared with the old? 

 

 
 

The search area has been expanded 1200%, so it seems likely the 

people doing the searching may not know as much as I thought 

they initially did.  Can I help? 
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The Lay of the Land 

 

Letôs get an idea of the ñlay of the landò.  Letôs start with where 

exactly Reno, Nevada is: 

  

 
 

 

This gives me an idea of where all the search action is taking place, 

but I have no idea how big Nevada is.  I also donôt know how far 

his plane could have flown, and therefore, I donôt know the 

maximum search area, because I donôt know anything about the 

plane, the fuel, or the average speed of the plane. 

 

For example, if the planeôs flight time was three hours and it 

travels 100 mph per hour, the search area is much different than a 

plane with eight hours fuel travelling 250 mph. 

 

My preliminary plan to get rolling, then: map out the possible 

search area by finding specific data on the plane, and find out 

specifically where he flew from. 
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My Preliminary Plan  

 

According to reports, Mr. Fossett took off from the ñFlying-M 

Ranchò, southeast of Reno, in this Bellanca Super Decathlon, a 

single-engine plane. 

 

 
 

As I understand it, this plane has an average speed of 

approximately 140 mph, with a flying time of approximately 5 

hours. 
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The likely maximum range is 280 miles, but what does that mean 

for Nevada?  How big is Nevada, and where precisely did he take 

off from? 

 

 
 

 

The legend of the Nevada map above ranges from 0 to 100 miles, 

and the suggested range of the Super Decathlon for a return flight 

is 280 miles (equaling 2.8 times the length of the legend).  That 

distance runs (considering the northern border as my reference 

point) from the western border of Nevada to just shy of the eastern 

Nevada border! 


