LET&SBEGINWITH LEVEL FLIGHT
An Educational Tribute to Steve Fossett

At the TOCFE-2006 conference ALREDEDOR del MUNDO
in Leon, Mexico, | gave a brief e e
presentation on simple ways of ™ st e
using the current event of an
around-the-world flight as an
entry point in investigating many
aspects of reality.

Michael Round
TOCFE: 9a Conferencia Internacionsl
Leon, Méxica: el 7-10 de septiembre de 2006

The pilot of that plane, Steve Fossett, was reported missing
September 3, 2007 in a flight over Nevada, and news now has the
massive search campaign being scaled back with no sight of the
airplane or Mr. Fossett.

At www.rationalsys.com are thoughts on the search campaign and
Mr. Fossett in general.

Mike Round
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I was on hand in Salina, Kansas, in 2005 when Steve Fossett
landed the Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer, ending the goal of
circumnavigating the globen anonstop, norrefueling airplane

He did this in 67 hours a far cry from the 80 days of Phis Fogg

in AAround the. World in 80 Day

Little did 1 know this was a small part of tleelventurousesune
of Steve Fossett. He holds Sldocumented world records!
Further, he hascompeted in the Iditarodswam the English
Channel,finished the Ironman in Hawaiiand drivenin the 6 2 4
Hoursof Le Mangd His accomplishments suggest no limits.

Whatare our limits? Evidently, the sky is the limit!

On September 3, 2007, he took &fhm an airstrip SE of Reno,
Nevada, and was not heard from again. The search continues.

| hope the best.



But Il 6m al so baffl ed: how car
Nevadal or anywhere in the United Stategor that matter?

How hard can it be tdrfd a missing airplane?

What 6 s mo rieitialgdportsfdcused gn ai6@0 square mile
search areaaf area approximately 25 miles by 25 milesVith

this focus I t hought surely hedd be
went on with no sighting of Mr. d5sett, the area expanded to a
circular radius of 50 milesHow much bigger is this new search
area compared with the old?

The area of a circle is

The new search area
is a circle of radius 50
miles.

given by

A=m

The new search area
is
A =71(50 miles)?
= 7,850 sq miles

The initial search area
focused on an area
approximately 600

square miles.

The new search area
is 1200% larger than
the initial search area.

The search area has been expanded 1200%, so it seems likely th
people doing the searching may not know as much as | thought
they initially did. Can | help?



The Lay of the Land

Letds get an idea of the dl ay
exactly Reno, Nevada is:

This gives me an idea of where all the search action is taking place,

but | have no idea how big Nevadas . I al so don
his pl ane could have { Knowthe, é
maxi mum search ar ea, because |

plane, the fuel, or the average speed of the plane.

For exampl e, i f the ploaannadeg f
travels 100 mph per hour, the search area is much different than a
plane with eight hours fuel travelling 250 mph.

My preliminary plan to get rolling, then: map out the possible
search area by finding specific data on the plane, and find out
specifically where he flew from.



My Preliminary Plan

According to reportsMr. Fossett tobk o f f

Rancho,

singleengine plane.

As |

hours.

fromM t he

s 0 ut h thia Betlanca SupeR Peatathjon, & n

understand it, this plane has an averageedp of
approximately 140 mph, with a flying time of approximately 5

A Bellanca Super A trip includes both
Decathlon carries fuel "out-and-back" and
for 5 hours flyving safetv (margin)

time. consideratons.

The likely "out" The average airspeed
flying time was of the Super

approximately 2 Decathlon is 140
hours. mph_

Mr. Fossett likely is
within a circular
radius of 280 miles.




The likely maximum range is 280 miles, but what does that mean
for Nevada? How big is Nevada, and where precisely did he take
off from?

The legend of the Nevada mapoveranges from 0 to 100 miles,
and the suggested range of the Super Decathlon for a return flight
is 280 miles(equaling 2.8 timesthe length of the legend That
distance runs (considering the northern border as my reference

point) from the western border bifevada to just shy of the eastern
Nevada border!



